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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
This chapter describes the reason for conducting the research. It deals with 
several points an introduction that concerns with a background of research, 
formulation of the problem, purpose of the research, significance of the 
research, rationale, hypothesis, and previous research.   
A. Background  
    Pronunciation is the matter of how to produce words through sound. 
Therefore pronunciation plays an important role in learning a foreign 
language. Kelly (2002) and Baker(2006) stated students consistently 
mispronounces a range of phonemes can be extremely difficult for a speaker 
from another language community to understand.   
Based on the researcher’s preliminary in SMP Triyasa Ujung Berung 
Bandung, it was found that many students still had difficulties in learning 
pronunciation, especially the pronunciation of words with similar sounds. the 
problem first fact is  the students hard to pronounce English word naturally 
but also makes them speak English with their mother tongue accent. For 
example, they speak English but with the pronunciation and intonation of 
Javanese. The second fact, they thought that is unable to pronounce phoneme 
for example words of /p/ and /f/ correctly.  Pronouncing the word “picture” as 
“fik.t∫∂ r not “pik.t∫∂ r,” pronouncing the word “food” as “pu:d” not 
“fu:d.”The third fact is the students often mispronounce consonant or vocal 
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because the students are difficult to distinguish the difference between English 
phonetic and Indonesian phonetic. For example, the sound of ‘G’ is 
pronounced as /dᴣ/ in English. However, in Indonesia, the sound of ‘G’ is 
pronounced as /g/. This difference often results in the student making 
pronunciation errors. According to curriculum/ KTSP pronunciation, 
vocabulary and grammar as the three languages components are also 
important to be learned to support the four language skills. The objective of 
English learning in Junior high school level students being able to 
communicate spoken and written languages to solve daily issues.  
Looking at those problems, there are some strategies for teaching 
pronunciation correctly. By doing minimal pair activities, the students will 
have more opportunities to practice pronunciation words; it gives the students 
more spaces for their language growth. This technique should be taken from 
the students daily interaction. This is in order to make the students learn 
easier. Another thing is that the students’ foreign language learning depends 
on what they learn. By practicing pronouncing words correctly. Thus, it will 
give them modal to pronounce English word well. (Tyler, 2007, and Flege, 
1995). 
Minimal pair is not a new term in EFL study. It has been reported by a lot 
of study. In this research, third studies were referred. The first referred study 
was conducted by Tajima (2002) they report that the students focused on two 
sounds /r/ and /I/ phoneme but, in Japanese, they have one problem in one 
sound. So, they used a minimal pair to be effective learning with giving them 
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pre-test and post-test the researcher observes the condition during teaching-
learning activities and interview. Second. referred study conduct by Tuan 
(2010) they report that the student was difficult or mispronounce between 
short and long vowel of sounds in the adding word how to say it with the 
minimal pair the researcher more be effective used vowel and consonant 
sound used minimal pair technique.  
And the third conducted by Thamrin (2014) this research used an 
application using minimal pair technique to know that the student aware of 
voiced and voiceless sound. 
Looking at that problem of the previous research almost mispronouncing 
of a single sound can be voice or voiceless, so this research wants to students 
more be aware of the word and understand how to saying word using minimal 
pair technique to be an effective and student growth with their language.  
B. The Research Questions  
Based on the background of the study this research at answering to the 
following problems:  
1. What is students’ pronunciation before the use of minimal pair 
technique? 
2. What is students’ pronunciation after the use of minimal pair 
technique? 
3. How significant is the difference between students’ pronunciation 
before and after use of minimal pair technique? 
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The Research Objectives  
Based on the background of the research above, the study intended: 
1. To know the result of students’ pronunciation before the use of 
minimal pairs technique. 
2. To know the result of students’ pronunciation after the use of minimal 
pairs technique.  
3. To know how significant is the result of students’ pronunciation before 
and after the use of minimal pairs technique.  
C. Significance of the Study  
The results of the research are expected to be benefited in two aspects as 
follow: 
1. Theoretical Significance 
Theoretically, the researcher expects that the result of the study will get 
some benefit to English teaching – Learning. The first through minimal 
pair the students learn for pronunciation English correctly. Confidently, 
motivating students more interested in learning the English language. 
Second, it will also help the teacher to provide new technique teaching 
English pronunciation by using minimal pair and improve students’ 
pronunciation confidence in pronunciation significantly.  
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2. Practical significant  
This research gives more motivation in idea to increase strategies in 
English teaching- Learning. However, the teacher can be more interesting 
and acceptable in the learning process with this new technique.The 
influence of applying minimal pair expected to make student growth of 
their language.  
D. Rationale 
          According to Avery and Ehrlich (2009) minimal pair refers to pairs 
of words which have different meanings and which differ in pronunciation 
on the basis of one sound only. It means that minimal pair is viewed as a 
technique to distinguish English sound in the words that have quite similar 
sounds but indeed have been a different meaning. Besides that, Michael 
Ashby and John Maidment (2008) argued, “In order to prove conclusively 
that a phonetic distinction is contrastive in a particular language it is 
necessary to find a pair of words in the language that differ in only one 
segment.” It means that minimal pair as one of the appropriate technique 
to prove that the single phonetic sound in a pair of words is contrasted. 
Teaching materials of minimal pairs, it demonstrated in words 
drills and sentence drills. In the word drills, the teacher drills the students 
by contrasting two different words but the pronunciation seems similar, 
but actually the sound of the words is different in one sound. Then, in the 
sentence drills, there are two kinds of materials that can be presented in 
teaching-learning activities they are syntagmatic drills and paradigmatic 
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drills. Syntagmatic drills contrast two words within a sentence, and 
paradigmatic drills contrast two words across two sentences. Minimal 
pairs drill hopefully can help students in differentiating and pronouncing 
words that have a similar sound and practicing their accuracy and fluency 
in reading aloud as well as oral ability. Minimal pairs drill is considered to 
help students overcome their difficulty in pronunciation of English sound. 
E. Hypothesis 
This research has two variables; the first is by using minimal pairs: audio-
lingual method application as the independent variable or “X” and the 
second is students’ pronunciation to produced similar word of sound as the 
dependent variable or “Y” variable. The result of the research hypothesis 
is proposed as follows: improving students’ pronunciation through 
minimal pair technique. The hypothesis in this study is an alternative 
hypothesis (Ha) and the null hypothesis (Ho). The hypothesis for this 
research can be formulated as: 
Ha: there is a significant difference between students’ pronunciation 
before and after using minimal pair technique 
Ho: there is no significant difference between students’ pronunciation 
before and after using a minimal pair technique.  
F. Previous Research  
In this research, some previous research were considered to support the 
research, those are:  
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First, Tajima (2002) conducted a study among “Japanese 
participants and focused on consonant phoneme /r/ and /I/.” the study also 
used minimal pair to introduced phonetic differences between the two 
consonant phonemes and a pre-test and post-test were given to observation 
to measure if there pronunciation of /r/ and /I/ improved after the 
intervention. The result of the study determined that the majority of 
Japanese speakers showed improvement in the post-test in their 
pronunciation of the English consonant phoneme /r/ and /I/. Japanese 
speakers only have one consonant phoneme for /r/ and /I/ which greatly 
caused difficulty among Japanese speakers and communicating in the 
English language by increasing their awareness of the difference between 
/r/, and /I/, minimal pair was able to effectively improve the pronunciation 
of Japanese speakers.  
Second, Tuan (2010) conducted a study in Vietnam to evaluate if 
“using minimal pair is effective in “improving the pronunciation of 
Vietnamese second language of students.” The difficulties that the 
participant of the study identified were: omitting the word-final consonant 
adding the word-final /s/ to English words not ending in /s/, adding the 
schwa in the middle of a consonant cluster, mispronouncing /t/ and /d/, 
inability to differentiate the difference between long and short vowel 
sound, and inability to different voiced and non-voiced consonant sounds. 
study concluded that Vietnamese second language of students benefits 
greatly from the minimal pair. Specifically, the study determined that 
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using minimal pair is beneficial for both the student and the teacher. 
Students’ awareness of contrasting sounds increased, and teacher 
appreciated minimal pair as a teaching strategy due to its effectiveness   
            Thamrin(2014). The title of the research is“the application of 
minimal pair to improve the pronunciation of voiced and voiceless sound 
of the eight-grade student of SMPN 13 Palu.” This study aims to find out 
how at providing at the application of minimal pair can improve 
pronunciation to distinguish voiced or voiceless sound. The researcher 
applied a true experimental research design which involved experimental 
and controls group the data of instrument were using test and observation 
and data was analyzed was by using statistically and descriptively. It is 
concluded that the result of the data using a minimal pair as a technique 
was effective in teaching English pronunciation.  
 
